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ANTHONY MUNDAY (1553-1633)

Anthony Munday was an industrious popular dramatist of the
last decade of Elizabeth's reign, and an imitator of Greene in
romantic comedy. His earliest extant play, John a Kent and John
a Cumber, is preserved in an MS. dated Dec. 1595. It has been
printed by Collier in 1851 and in the M.S.R. in 1923. Munday
attempted a dramatic treatment of the Robin Hood legends in
two plays, The Downfall of 'Robert, Earl of Huntington (acted 1598),
rev. by H. Chettle, and The Death of Robert, Earl of Huntingdon,
in which Chettle and Munday collaborated. The plays were pub.
together in 1591 and rptd. in Hazlitt's Dodsley and Farmer's
Tudor Facsimile Texts. Munday collaborated with Michael Dray-
ton, Richard Hathaway and Robert Wilson, in the First Part of the
true and honourable Historie of Sir John Oldcastle, pub. anonymously
in 1600 and fraudulently ascribed to Shakespeare in an ed. pub.
in 1619 and wrongly dated 1600 (see p. 248). Sir John Old-
castle has been ed. for M.S.R. by P. Simpson and there is a facs.
by Farmer. Munday was certainly the author of other plays which
are lost. He probably had a hand in the anonymous play of Sir
Thomas More (see p. 253), the MS. of which appears to be mainly
in his handwriting. In the latter part of his life he was employed
to write Lord Majors' Pageants. There is no collected ed, of his
works. There is a valuable series of articles on him by M. St. G.
Byrne in The Library (1918-1921-1923), and a monograph by
Celeste Turner in the University of California's Publications in
English, Vol. II, No. i.

LATER ACADEMIC PLAYS

A full account of these will be found in F. S. Boas's University
Drama in the Tudor Age (O.U.P.). Special mention may be made
of the interesting "Parnassus" trilogy, three plays in English acted
at St. John's College, Cambridge, between 1597 and 1601, called
The Pilgrimage to Parnassus, The Return from Parnassus, Pt. I (both
in MS. in the Bodleian) and the second part of the "Return",
called The Returnefrom Parnassus: Or the Scourge of Simony, pub. in
1606. The Trilogy was first printed in full by W. D. Macray in
1886. The "Return", Pt. II, is rptd. in Hazlitt's Dodsley, in Arber's
English Scholar's Library, and ed. by O. Smeaton in T.D. The
"Parnassus" plays are full of topical allusions and contain
important references to Shakespeare.
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